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25X OCI No. 3213/63

CERTRAL INTELLIGERCE AGENCY
gftice of Current Intelligence
12 Kovember 1963

CURRERT INTELLIGENCE MIS#ORANDUM
SUBJECT: Press Yersion of How Plem snd N¥hu Dled

1. Tae lstest “inside” press account of how
plem and ¥hu met their end is that they were killed
in the presence of the coup Tenders at the Joint Gen-
aral Staff (JGB) after an angry exchange of words,
This allegedly occurred sometime after 1000 hours,

Saturday morning (2 November), shortly after thelr
capture at a Cholon church, According to this ver-
sion, Diem and Nhu had left Gia Long palsce by car
sbout 2000 hours on Férday and epent the night at
Egalhamn of the Republican Youth Movement leader in
: 3 on. :

g, W%We still have no hard informmtion on the
time or circumsiances of Diem and Nhu's departure
from the palace, or indeed whether they even left
there alive, There have been numerous variations
on the theme of a flight to Cholon and subseguent
capture, Except for minor details, this latest :

gu version resembles the most recent "official"
account imssued by the coup lesders, i.e., Diem and
¥hu died from "mccidental sulcide™ in a struggle in
an armored car after their arrest at church Saturday
morning. ' |

3. Thers are several troublesome aspects to
this particular story: If Diem and Xhu had left
the palace Friday evening, how can we pxplain the
two telephone calls of surrender made by Diem to
the JOS at 0620 and 0630, Saturday

Genera] Harkins reported that at UG00 om 2 B er
a surrender plea by General pinh, in charge of the’
vggazglt forces on the palace, was stonily rebuffed
: e,

ARMY review(s) completed.
State Department review completed
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4, It would slso seen strange that having suc.
consfally tisd to Cholon, the tee Lrothers would os-
oy Turther o snd instead calmly attend chureh
in full public wiew,

5, ¥immlly, the M of the bodglen,[ |

Pies and Fim with thelr % CLo & CHOIT
Tot this intsst version nﬂ: ttf ﬂﬁm
sued after Diea Mad angrily thrown domn o gy
proffered for hls resigmation statesent.

G, mmamnmmumes
the » ineluding the telephone conversation
m but this inforemtion nlmﬁy - in the gﬂmh}
m&m ,

7. On the basis of svailable inforsmtion, our
mmz is that Dlem and ¥hu may well have been !
e i iaterdlly: sossibiy provanes 57 Do captives’

m m
42 ;i’ miih however, that Ueneral
pinh oF some other swmnior officer may have ordered
thair exscution, Im sny case, it scess likely that
piew snd ¥he never remched the JOB alive.
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